TIME     RUNS     OUT
Axis has no control to work through in Spain; Franco, or
nobody else, will or could " deliver " the Spanish people to
anybody.
His problem starts with Spain and ends with himself.
The Nationalist movement was not a Franco movement; it
was not the upsurge of any Franco following among the
people. At the start of the Civil War, Franco was.not a
u man of the hour " or anything of the sort in the Nationalist
cause. He wasn't the rallying point for the thoughts and
emotions in it. He wasn't even its leader. Franco was a
soldier, a very quiet and able general. But even as an
officer, he wasn't at the top of the Nationalist Army. Not
the mental or spiritual leader, not the Army leader, Franco
was the number-three general. The movement had crystal-
lized around others, but fate crystallized around him.
First, in the early days of the war, the number-one Nation-
alist leader was killed in an aeroplane accident. Shortly after-
ward, a second accident in the air took the life of the next in
command. Authority descended to Franco.
The Civil War left him the strongest man in Spain, but
as he is himself of a nature which we in America would
hardly associate with his career, and as he is the result
rather than the impetus of the movement, our usual con-
ception of Franco is totally out of focus. This does not
mean that Franco is the " front man " for anybody, or that
he is a tool. He is the absolute top man in Spain ; there
isn't even a distant second, and he is an excellent Spaniard !
But being top man in Spain has its very definite limits.
On personal grounds and in affairs of State, he is ex-
tremely independent. The generalissimo simply does not
make commitments. Every foreign diplomat in Madrid can
testify to that. He shunts off the factions which press him
first on one side and then on another, and he does this very
welL He shunts them on to Serrano Suner, the dexterous
Minister of Foreign Affairs, or on to his very able and wise
brother, Nicolas Franco, the present ambassador to Por-
tugal and really the alter ego of the generalissimo himself.
These are the men, with Juan de Cardenas in Washington,
through whom Franco directs the policy of Spain.
This he does from the seclusion of El Pardo, an ancient
palace, twenty miles from Madrid, There, the generalissimo